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The Worldwide Largest Bibliography Database on the History

of Mechanical Computing Devices is Online!

Detlef Zerfowski

In September 2012, the worldwide largest bibliography

on the topic of mechanical calculating devices and

tools1 was published. The publication had grown over

13 years until the book was printed during my

professional time at Bangalore, India.

On 1,564 pages, more than 18,000 different references

covering the topics of mechanical calculation (e.g., slide

rules, calculating machines, planimeters, nomograms,

etc.) have been documented. About one half of the

references are related to patents in the mentioned

domains.

More details and information as to how to purchase a

copy (A4 size, 4 kg weight, and price 69 Euro plus

shipment) can be found on the Internet pages2 given in

the references.

In the JOS article A 13 Years Project - An Adventure

with Pain 3, I described how this “printed database”

came to life. In the same article a promise to the

collectors and buyers of the book has been given, which

I would like to paraphrase here again:

Prolog:
You might ask: Will the story
continue?

The answer is “yes, I am still
interested in the topic”. But it will
be done with a different approach.

All owners of a book copy have access
to the online database, which is
available on my Internet page
https://zerfowski.com/index.php .

In the database the latest updates are
also included. But you need to have
the book at hand to get access to the
database. You can order directly via
an email to myself. I am still
recovering from my investment.

Now is time to fulfill my promise: Starting immediately,

the entire database is available online on my web page4.

In addition to the complete contents of the original

book, more than 2500 new references have been added

and additional new content is continuously being added.

The online query sheet (See Figure 1) provides a search

interface for authors, publication titles, patent number

ranges, free text search, etc.

FIGURE 1. Database Query Interface

https://zerfowski.com/index.php
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After pressing the “Submit query” button the search

results are immediately presented on a separate page

(see Figure 2).

Together with the retrieved references, publications

cited by the reference are shown, as well as publications

that are referring to the found references.

Most of the patents available on the internet have been

directly linked, so corresponding pdf-files from

different patent resources may be opened with one click

(i.e., no additional search in the corresponding patent

databases is required).

For topic related searches this mechanism can be

efficiently used to find already published information

on the subject of your interest.

How to Get Access to the Online Database?

Here is the step-by-step approach:

1. One Time Registration:

Register to the database via the link

https://www.zerfowski.com/BibQuery/registerDB.php

or use the registration link given on the internet page4 in

the references below.

Enter a user name of your choice (remember the user

name) and a valid email address (See the example in

Figure 3). If the user name is not available anymore,

please choose a different one.

The German language version of the Internet page can

be reached by clicking on the German flag. Anybody

having a copy of my book at hand can access the

database within a few minutes.

2. One time account activation:

After step 1, an activation link will immediately be sent

to your email address. You will need to open the

corresponding email and click on the provided

activation link.

FIGURE 2. First Part of the Search Results

https://www.zerfowski.com/BibQuery/registerDB.php
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FIGURE 3. Registration Page

FIGURE 4: Finding the Answer to the Security Question (On Page 318 of the Book1)

3. Access the database:

You can immediately use the online database at any

time provided you have access to your copy of my

book.You need to enter your user name (from step 1)

and to answer a security question. The answers to all

security questions can be found in my book. For

example, the security question asks for the 2nd last

reference on page 318.
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Figure 4 partially shows the corresponding page of the

book that contains the answer to the security question.

IMPORTANT: You need to enter the reference label

including brackets.

The security questions are changed on a daily basis

according to Central European Time (CET). Therefore,

the security answer will typically be valid through your

entire search session. The only exception occurs when

your query session continues past midnight CET.

In the example (See Figure 1), I searched for

publications by “Schumacher” or with the string

“Schumacher” in the publication title. Figure 2 shows a

part of the search results.

I hope this additional service will be used by the

collectors of slide rules and other mechanical

computing devices. Any feedback, corrections, or

additional contributions to the database are very

welcome.

In case of any problem or for purchase orders for the

book, please feel free to contact me directly via email

(Detlef@Zerfowski.com).
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